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The Champagne region is the closest winegrowing area of France to Paris. After just one hour 

on the A4 highway one starts to notice fields of vines change the landscape, vines which are 

the envy of the world. But to limit this region to champagne alone would be to neglect all the 

other marvels and curiosities it has to offer. Such as the Notre Dame Cathedral of Reims, the 

Saint Rémi Basilica or numerous memorials to World War I…. 

    

 

Hauvillers, a magnificient village perched high on slopes and surrounded by some of the most 

prestigious vineyards in Champagne. This is where the Abbot Dom Perignon, in the 17th Century, 

improved the creation and production methods of champagne but also became the first to use 

bottles with thicker glass and the use of cork  for the bottleneck, as well as storing the 

bottles in cellars dug out of the chalk ground which would insure an aging of champagne at a 

stable temperature. 

Arriving in Epernay, second largest city after Reims in the region, your Odyssee-Prestige driver-

guide can propose a champagne-tasting and visit of some cellars of one of the great names 

associated with champagne and present in Epernay : Moet & Chandon, Mercier, Pol Roger….) 

Thereafter a pause for lunch in one of the recommended gastronomic establishments like Les 

Berceaux (Epernay), Le Royal Champagne (Champillon), without forgetting one of the most 

famous names of French Gastronomy, Les Crayeres in Reims, which also has a wonderful 

bistrot set in park surroundings. 

Afternoon can be devoted to another champagne-tasting but this time in honor of established 

names in Reims like Veuve Clicquot, Pommery, Taittinger or Ruinart, admiring the miles of cellar 

space cut into the chalk. 

 

 


